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Town of Stoughton

10 Peari Street | Stoughton, MA 02072 | (781) 341-1300 | FAX: (781) 344 -5048

Council on Aglng | P.O. Box582 | 110 Rockland Streeet | Stoughton, MA 02072 | Tel: (781)344-8882 | Fox: (781) 344-4920

March 5, 2008

Mrs. Holly Boykin, Chairman
Stoughton Finanoe Commitiec

We the undersigned members of the Stoughtonf,ouncﬂon Aging Board of Directors who were in
attendance at the public hearing hald on March 3™, 2008mwnungme)q)xessanobjecuonwhembyyou
as chairman, prevented the Director of the C. O. A. to adequaicly complete the presentation brought
forward to your committee as a whole.

o It was our understanding thatdwplmuofmemngwithlhel’mceammueewastonotonlypmem
our budget, buf, also toJusﬁfy aiir budget.

The Council on Aging Board of Directors prepared, reviewed and endorsed this all important presentation
to enlighten and advise the Finance Committee not only to this year’s budget but to identify trends in the
Smglm Senior population growth which will impact future budget considemtions by the Finance

The COA Board of Directors considers this information to be important as it relates to financial impact for
the future in Stoughton and it should not be ignored.

While will understand the severity of the town’s projected budget deficit, we find that simply requesting

every department to reduce their proposed budget by x percent does not take into account the priorities of
the town.

We find this to be a simplistic approach to a more complex issue. The citizens of Stoughton expect their
leaders to make decisions that involve the town's financial priorities. Difficult decisions are not always
poputlar, but making difficult decisions is what scparste true leadership from timid followers.

Upon completion of the presentation your committee may have taken the information under advisoment,
questioned some or all of the presentation or ignored it st their discretion. However, the Finance Commitier
Wwas not given that opportunity by yous decision due to “time” constraiuts.
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